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Emptying the Museum, Expanding the Exhibitions

MCAD's drive-in theater for Watch and Chill. Image courtesy of Facebook/CADManiIa

The post-modern notion of an empty museum is perhaps more apparent and relevant
especially in this period of contactless interaction. With no permanent collection, MCAD
considers exhibitions as flexible, ever-changing and never static, substantiating its integrity
as a contemporary art space. In the efforts of expanding the experience of art, MCAD has
long before explored exhibition-making removed from its original site.

Screening video works on different dates and in various formats, “Watch and Chill” (October
to December 2021) is a collaboration among art institutions in Asia: The National Museum of
Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea in Seoul, the M+ West Kowloon Cultural District in
Hong Kong, and MAIIAM Contemporary Art Museum in Chiang Mai, and MCAD in Manila.

Initially planned as a drive-in theater inside the museum, a proposal by MCAD's exhibitions
head lan Carlo Jaucian, the format developed into an outdoor presentation at an open
ground car park. The preparation involved a few retouches on the wall for the projection,
painting of a screen, set-up of benches, and most importantly testing of equipment— a short-
throw projector placed inside a waterproof casing, and a transmitter converting the audio into
radio signal to be paired with the car stereo or streamed using a built-in phone radio.
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The curated sections “By the Other Being,’ “Things in my Living Room,” “Community of
Houses,” and “Meta-Home” include the works of Filipino artists Shireen Seno, Mark Salvatus,
and Cocoy Lumbao, as well as videos and moving image by Cao Fei, Cha Jaemin, Chai Siris,
Cici Wu, Kawita Vatanajyankur, Koo Donghee, and Yuan Goang-ming, to name a few.

In an interview, Lumbao shares that “During open space screenings the projection becomes
part of the environment. What | am experiencing while | was watching in MCAD’s car park
was already a composite of everything that was happening within my radius—on the streets,
the apartments across it, the buildings around me, and the cacophony of sounds that seem to
meld with the images shown.”[VR1]

“The way we experience artworks today, this kind of open space or public screening
provides a rare chance to see how a certain artistic vision or work fares against the actual
environment or community where it is shown. It is a good opportunity to juxtapose art
with actuality,” he continues.

The expansion of exhibitions to off-site spaces creates an environment that may result to
affective responses if not personal and nostalgic experiences of watching video works or films
on a big screen, offering a sense of normalcy.

“[T]his outdoor screening setup was entirely unique and liberating— a rare chance for all
of us parents to watch anything together and with other children. This would not be
possible at all indoors in either a cinema or museum setting, for safety reasons during the
pandemic,” says Seno who attended one of the screenings with her family.
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