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After an amazing career with The Norwegian National Ballet, | felt the urge to communicate
with the world through creating stage works myself. | left the stage at my top form as a ballet
dancer and went to study at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance in London,
where | obtained an MA in Choreography. The choreographers and stage directors | had
worked with as a dancer had definitely left a mark on me. However, | was looking for
something beyond that experience. | had an urge to tell stories intuitively and to create works
of value. | was always asking myself, who am | to take the time of audiences to show
something. | want to make sure that what the audience is experiencing is of such high value
that they are losing perception of time and space. | do not have right answers, | am looking for
good questions while we are on the journey.

The language of dance is unique, penetrating cultures and languages, it talks when words are
exhausted. When | was a dancer, my responsibility was to be in a good physical and mental
shape to be able to interpret any role. Being a director-choreographer is my next
responsibility and a means to further my personal growth and development in communicating
with the world. As long as | have passion and curiosity, I'm not afraid to take responsibility and
work hard, because people appreciate the result of good work, it inspires everyone and makes

life joyful. It is a pure joy to share.

1. Renowned Estonian director Teet Kask © Teet Kask

2. ‘The Golden Temple’ was created in 2020. It is inspired by the novel of Yukio Mishima
titled ‘The Temple of the Golden Pavilion’, based on the incident of the fire at Kinkaku-ji in
Kyoto and follows the curious relationship between a young monk and the Golden Temple.
What about the novel appealed to you and prompted you to create a work around it?

Teet: Reading Yukio Mishima’s novel, | noticed that the writer managed to capture between
the lines something that touches spheres that can’t be described with words. Emotions were
stirred and there was a strong urge to understand these sentiments. The entire *birdname
team (‘The Golden Temple' 's creative team) felt the same and a decision was made to
research this novel.

In the process, we understood that this was a very deep and timeless sensation and agreed
that we would not interpret the poem on stage but instead, express how the novel made us
feel and what kind of questions arose. The aim was to create an aesthetic experience through
music, voice, dance, light and video installation, to touch sustainable qualities and to make
space and time disappear. These are sensations that are common to humans, regardless of
cultural environment, distances, languages and religions.









Catch this multidisciplinary theatre performance as part of the Asia-Europe Cultural Festival
on Sunday, 22 October 2023, 8pm in Singapore:

BOOK NOW on Eventbrite
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Supported by the Embassy of Estonia in Singapore and Ministry of Culture of Estonia, this
event is part of Asia-Europe Cultural Festival 2023, CLICK HERE for the full programme.

About the Interviewee

Teet Kask, whose most recent productions include Louis XIV - The Sun King at Estonian
National Ballet, Anna Karenina and Swan Lake at Balletto di Milano, is a choreographer and
theatre director of international recognition. He has worked at Estonian National Opera,
Royal Swedish Ballet, Norwegian National Opera and Ballet and Tbilisi State Opera and
Ballet. Kask’s oeuvre consists of more than fifty performances.

Similar content

POSTED ON POSTED ON POSTED ON
18 SEP 2023 01 NOV 2023 13 SEP 2023

Asia-Europe Cultural Asia-Europe Cultural Asia-Europe Cultural
Festival: 2023 | The Festival: 2023 | '+ ' Festival: 2023 Edition |
Golden Temple by Teet Highlights

i

Programme =~ '

announced!

)\

POSTED ON POSTED ON POSTED ON
21 NOV 2023 26 MAY 2011 27 AUG 2013

Crossing Continents, Royal Swedish Opera Royal New Zealand

Converging Culture: and Ballet ¢ Ballet A
The Asia-Europe  — m w

Cultural Festival 2023 — S &



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFZ9azSZ4qk
https://www.eventbrite.sg/e/692190168427?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/asia-europe-cultural-festival-2023/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/the-golden-temple-by-teet-kask/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/asia-europe-cultural-festival-2023-highlights/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/asia-europe-cultural-festival-2023/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/crossing-continents-converging-culture-the-asia-europe-cultural-festival-2023-in-review/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/royal-swedish-opera-and-ballet/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/royal-new-zealand-ballet/



https://culture360.asef.org/terms-service-and-privacy-policy
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/crossing-continents-converging-culture-the-asia-europe-cultural-festival-2023-in-review/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/royal-swedish-opera-and-ballet/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/royal-new-zealand-ballet/
https://culture360.asef.org/about-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/faq
https://www.facebook.com/culture360
https://twitter.com/culture360_asef
https://www.instagram.com/culture360_asef/

