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Lian Ladia and Sidd Perez, curators of Planting Rice and our partners in the project, organised a well-
designed tour that encompassed various spaces such as cultural centres, museums, galleries and art
studios creating an insightful image of the art system in which they operate. Metropolitan Museum,
Lopez Museum, Ayala Museum, MCAD and CCP - Cultural Centre of Philippines compose an integral
and diversified system dedicated to presenting and maintaining different forms of art.

The Ayala Museum, located in the Greenbelt shopping complex of Makati city, offers an insight in two
important aspects of culture and heritage - gold crafts through exhibition Philippine Gold - Treasures
of Forgotten Kingdoms and historic overview in Diorama. Lopez Museum preserves and presents
written historiography and documentation with an attempt to paint and extract Filipino identity
through written documentation of foreigners. Metropolitan Museum in their permanent display
contains the works of Victorio Edades, father of the Filipino modernism, Romano Estella and Hernando
R. Ocampo whom we will encounter once more at the end of our journey in the Vargas Museum.

Although the central focus of our project is lying on the curatorial practices and their comparisonin
two different contexts, without being acquainted with the context in which they frame themselves and
develop seems rather impossible. So this historical overview given through the visits to these museums
represented an entrance into the world of contemporary arts we had the opportunity to see in other
spaces such are CCP, MCAD, galleries Duemila, Silverlens and artists spaces.
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MCAD - Museum of Contemporary Arts and Design presents local and international artists and
organises residential programmes. Its focus is on the graphic design, architecture, industrial and
applied design, as they are part of the college. Since social realism is very strong in the arts from 1960s
onwards, they dedicate a lot of attention to different paradigms and affirmation of other types of
practices. Ateneo Gallery, within the university presents modernist arts both from collection and

through temporary exhibitions of new works. Mo gallery art space is focused on artists working
experimental forms, while Silverlens gallery was at the beginning dedicated to photography; since 2007
it has broaden its focus to a variety of forms and media such as films and installations. It offers two

spaces and present 2 to 3 exhibitions a month, while part of their work is dedicated to publishing
catalogues and publications and selling artworks. Gallery Duemila, initiated and run by Silvana Diaz is

one of the first independent galleries in Manila. Her work is for the past thirty years dedicated to
supporting, producing and promoting artworks by artists of mid and older generation. The focus is on
researching islands and discovering new artists from hidden parts of the country, and is dedicated to
composing an archive of their work. Visits to artist-run spaces like the ones where Poklong Anading
and Ling Quisumbing work, brought us into a more private sphere where art is produced before it is
displayed and presented to the audience.

| am intentionally concluding with the visit to the CCP - Cultural Center of Phillippines, an impressive
building in Manila urban context. It consists of 6 gallerv spaces. and most of their programming consists
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