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to the community. We hope to encourage and build the new platform for creations and
collisions in social awareness and behavior to generate impulses for the development of art in
particular, and the goals of sustainable social development.

MAP has been operating since 2015 until now, without interruption even through COVID,
and has proven its enduring vitality, meaning and value to the cultural and artistic life in
Vietnam and the Southeast Asia.

3. The theme for this edition’s MAP will be “The Alternative Mobility”, what does the chosen
theme reveal about what Viet Nam’s arts and cultural scene is like nowadays? How would
you describe the local creative community?

Nguyen Anh Tuan: "The Alternative Mobility" is a topic that | and Ingo Vetter, a fellow MAP
artist, discussed and conceived together for the last two years. Ingo Vetter is a professor for
sculpture at University for the Arts Bremen and responsible for the DLR (Deutsches Zentrum
fr Luft- und Raumfahrt /German Aerospace Center) - funded research project “Bremen goes
Sustainable” and leads the subproject “Artistic perspectives on mobility”.

To explore the dimensions of the theme, we decided to use the model of MAP to implement
working groups both in Hanoi and Bremen. Curators and artists of MAP will develop different
ideas based on their own perception and perspective, experience and artistic language to

develop experimental art programmes, artworks or performances during the project period.

2. Young audience visiting the Month of Art Practice (MAP) contemporary art exhibition in
2021 © Heritage Space/MAP

Mobility is an essential aspect of urban life in Hanoi. Mobility in daily traffic is extremely rich
and varied, with all kinds of private and public vehicles, motorised and human-powered. It is
closely associated with livelihoods: walking street vendors selling food and necessities,
bicycles, motorbikes transporting both guests and goods, cars, trucks and self-made vehicles,
means of mass transportation and services such as cars, taxis, buses, trams, trains and even
water transport. Few cities have streets with such an abundance of vehicles and modes of
transportation. When the traffic system is like the blood vessel of the urban body, the
abundance of motion forms circulates at the most optimal level, creating the vitality of the
whole city. Hanoi is a city moving in every moment, every breath, and shaped by its different
forms of mobility.



Not only with life aspects, “movement” is also associated with artistic and cultural life in
Viet Nam, especially Hanoi, where the sustainability of art organisations and artists is
extremely precarious. It is not the movement itself, but the constant fluctuations and
shifts of time, context, politics, resources, people that drive to mobility as strategies and
artistic practices. The theme of this project, therefore, fits very well with the direction
and structure of MAPR, which has long-term implications in the search for survival
strategies of art in the situation of limited resources and heavy prejudices from society.

4. How do you see the work of Heritage Space evolving in the future, and what new themes
do you hope to explore through future editions of MAP?

Nguyen Anh Tuan: The work of Heritage Space is shaped based on the movement of culture,
art, and society domestically and internationally. On one hand, we still maintain the existence
of Heritage Space as a platform of archiving, nurturing and producing culture locally. On the
other hand, we develop and expand our international network in culture and art, looking for
opportunities to exchange, cooperate, and work with partners in new and other countries and
geographical regions.

In the future, we will focus on the area of research and art archiving with an educational
orientation, to create a deeper foundation in indigenous culture, history, creating more
specific and profound values for the art community and the public.

3. Installation view of the Month of Art Practice (MAP) exhibition in 2022 © Heritage
Space/MAP

To do that, we are currently working on two main orientations-projects, of which MAP will
remain a branch for artistic experimenting, locally nurturing and international connecting.
The other branch is Viet Nam Contemporary Art Database (VCAD), a project to build an
online archive of contemporary art timeline and data which is for education, research and
forming the reference sources for the arts of Viet Nam in the global context.

5. Part of this edition’s MAP is a collaboration with the University of the Arts Bremen, one
of the most successful arts institutions in Germany, specialising in Visual Arts. Please share
more about the collaboration and how the university’s contributions will complement the
diverse programme and theme of MAP 2023.
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