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Other areas have been under the spotlight in recent years such as Fo Tan and Chai Wan, since emerging
creators are moving away from downtown in search of affordable space to develop their craft, due to
the fact that not many young creatives can really afford the expense of owning their own studio in the
centre of Hong Kong.

While the city is certainly undergoing a sort of cultural renaissance, two non-profit organisations
operating in Hong Kong are also contributing to the development of the city as a thriving cultural hub.

Since its establishment early 2000s, Art Asia Archive has positioned itself as a leading public resource

for the field of contemporary art in Asia and an active platform for research, residency, and educational
programmes in Hong Kong. In addition, more recently, Art Appraisal Club, a group founded by local art

practitioners that are encouraging critical thinking and effective discussions about Hong Kong’s
challenging art ecosystem.
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In conclusion, given the much-awaited infrastructure developments and the scarce availability of
physical space of Hong Kong, local creators and independent cultural players will keep facing
irretrievably the hurdle of finding enough resources to create alternative initiatives. Meanwhile major
players and international audiences will surely keep flocking in increasing numbers to witness a sector
that’s decidedly evolving under the WKCD effect.
As we are seeing the art market expanding globally and the international art community rapidly
establishing here in Hong Kong, at a local level, we are trying to respond to the
commercialization of visual arts. Art has been always responsive, so we aim to keep
experimenting, testing the openness of local audience while inspiring dialogue about the role art
can play in changing society and culture.’ (Chantal Wong, Co-Founder of Things that can
happen).
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