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Ireland Literature Exchange"][/caption] 

 

This article from the Irish Times presents a speech made by writer Colm Tóibín at the Irish Literature

Exchange where he argues for the power of culture in international relations and the need to invest in

it. 

 

Spreading the real news from Ireland 

 

Ireland's economic crisis may be making headlines, but a much more serious and deeply in�uential

image of the country emanates from the culture we send out to the world, argues Colm Tóibín . And

now, more than ever, that mission is vital. 

 

I THINK it is possible to argue that both trade and diplomacy are culture for slow learners, that what

happens with music and books, with painting and poetry, how they move and spread, how they do not

recognise borders, how they �nd translators, is a blueprint for what happens later with goods and

services and with treaties between governments. I love the idea that while Afghanistan and Ireland

have not yet had a close relationship as traders, and our diplomatic ties with that country have not as

yet been close, yet the blue in the Book of Kells came to us from Afghanistan. That blue remains a sign
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of culture, riding over waves that politicians, economists and diplomats still have problems with. As

with colours, words from novels and poems move like the Danube from country to country, create

fertile plains rather than natural borders. 

 

In the past century, most governments have come to understand this strange power which culture has.

Some of them have been afraid of it, have reached, as it were, for their revolver when the words in

poems or the images in paintings seem to threaten them with their innocent power. 

 

[... article continues ...]

POSTED ON

06 SEP 2010

Literature Ireland

POSTED ON

03 NOV 2015

Signs of a changing

literary landscape in

Myanmar

POSTED ON

01 FEB 2019

Exhibition: "Gift of a

Lifetime: Treasures

from Chester Beatty's

Collection"

POSTED ON

16 MAY 2016

Mystery, translation

and critical thinking |

Prima Vista Tartu

International Literary

Festival | Estonia

POSTED ON

02 JUN 2010

Irish cultural

programme at Shanghai

Expo

POSTED ON

27 SEP 2016

Poets translating

poets | A space for

meaningful exchange

ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360

culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing information,

facilitating dialogue and stimulating re�ection on the arts and culture of the two

regions.

MORE ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360 | FAQ

  

https://culture360.asef.org/terms-service-and-privacy-policy
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/features/2010/1118/1224283615611.html
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/ireland-literature-exchange-ile/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/signs-changing-literary-landscape-myanmar/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/exhibition-gift-of-a-lifetime-treasures-from-chester-beattys-collection/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/mystery-translation-and-critical-thinking-prima-vista-tartu-international-literary/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/irish-cultural-programme-shanghai-expo/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/poets-translating-poets-space-meaningful-exchange/
https://culture360.asef.org/about-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/faq
https://www.facebook.com/culture360
https://twitter.com/culture360_asef
https://www.instagram.com/culture360_asef/

