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TO become a solaier. As tne country sIiNKs INto political turmoili, Kasus Nas to CNO0SE between nis ioyaity

to his country and his love for Srintil. Their love is tested as they find themselves on opposite sides of

history.

An international audience for The Dancer “My favourite scene in the film is when Rasus gets together
with Binsar. It is a very simple scene of the two of them talking, having dinner, establishing a
relationship. It is a very strong scene, and its simplicity carries an important significance in the
development of the film,” Ifa says. Director Ifa Isfansyah attempted to cast the lead role in Banyumas,
but failed after several months looking. He eventually chose a new actress, Prisia Nasution, who one
year after the first meeting, came back to Ifa and convinced him with her deeper understanding of
Srintil’s character. Sang Penari was released on 10 November 2011. It played in cinemas across
Indonesia for more than a month. However, Ifa says that he was disappointed with the audience turn-
out. “There were less than 100 million who watched Sang Penari. | am happy that it played for so long in
the cinemas, but quite let down with the number of people that went to watch the film in Indonesia. We
decided to bring the film to a wider audience, an international audience. We want Sang Penari to be
shown to the world,” he says. Awards Sang Penari was nominated for nine awards and won four Citra
Awards in Festival Film Indonesia, Indonesian Academy Awards, 2011 - for Best Film, Best Director (Ifa
Isfansyah), Best Leading Actress (Prisia Nasution) and Best Supporting Actress (Dewi Irawan). On
winning the Best Director Award, Ifa says, “| am of course very happy to win the award. The process of
realizing the novel into a film was a long one, and all of us put a lot of energy into the film. This process
has given me a higher level of creativity, set a higher standard for me to achieve for my next film. The
novel Ronggeng Dukuh Paruk by Ahmad Tohari is considered to be one of Indonesia’s high literary
works, and in winning the Best Film Award | am doubly happy that the novel also shares some of the
limelight.” “I am curious about the international reaction to Sang Penari. We know how the Indonesian
public reacts, and | want to know what audiences in different countries, including Singapore, will think
of the film...” concludes Ifa Isfansyah. Sang Penari is a co-production involving producer Shanty
Harmayn'’s Salto Films, the Netherlands’ Fu Works and France’s Les Petites Lumiéres. The €1 million
film began shooting in September 2010. Private finance from Indika Pictures accounts for
approximately half the budget. The film also received financial support from France’s Fonds Sud
Cinéma production fund. Since its creation, the Fonds Sud Cinéma has helped more than 300 film
projects. To its credit is the discovery of many new talents acknowledged by international critics and
rewarded by the most prestigious festivals.
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