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Workshop: World Heritage, Sustainable

Development and Civil Society

 The UNESCO policy on the 'Integration of a

Sustainable Development Perspective into the Processes of the World Heritage Convention' was

adopted in November 2015. This policy aims to ensure that the conservation and management of

World Heritage properties are aligned with broader sustainable development objectives. A number of

meetings have been held and reports have been published on how to operationalise this policy. Yet,

workshops involving civil society are still missing, which is problematic as civil society stands at the

heart of this policy. This workshop, organised by the University of Kent, the European Cultural

Foundation and Europa Nostra in the context of the European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018, aims to

identify concrete approaches and models to implement the UNESCO policy on sustainable

development and World Heritage, through a workshop involving civil society. Due to be held in

Brussels on 29 March 2018, the workshop also aims to �nd innovative ways of involving civil society to

help implement the aforementioned policy. The event will start with a session detailing the policy and

World Heritage system for participants unfamiliar with its concepts. The following thematic sessions

will then be organised:

Inclusive social development - how can World Heritage contribute to inclusion and equity? How

can World Heritage properties enhance quality of life and well-being? How can the Convention

be a tool for a rights-based approach to heritage conservation and management? How can gender

equality be achieved?

Inclusive economic development - how to ensure growth, employment, income and livelihoods?

How to promote economic investment and quality tourism? How to strengthen capacity-building,

innovation and local entrepreneurship?

Environmental sustainability - how to ensure that diversity, ecosystem services and bene�ts for

people that contribute to environmental sustainability, are protected and enhanced within World

Heritage properties? How to ensure that World Heritage represent a resource to strengthen

resilience to natural hazards and climate change?

Fostering peace and security - how can World Heritage promote con�ict resolution? How can

World Heritage contribute to post-con�ict reconstruction?

This workshop is open to activists, members of civil society, academics and professionals with

expertise in sustainable development or cultural and natural heritage, or people with expertise and

interests in social, economic or environmental issues. Application is open until 6 December 2017. For

additional information, please visit http://www.culturalfoundation.eu/events/open-call-workshop-on-

world-heritage-sustainable-development-and-civil-society
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ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360

culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing information,

facilitating dialogue and stimulating re�ection on the arts and culture of the two

regions.
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