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the first national museum in Japan to honour its indigenous peoples, the Ainu. Meanwhile,
practitioners from Myanmar shared how art and artistic practices offer a way to both talk
about and contend with the political upheavals in their country over the last few years.

Yet, it was striking how many conversations also had an underlying theme of
unsustainability: over and over, stories of people and organisations stretched to their limits,
prioritising the larger cause over their own wellbeing, the continuous seeking of financial
support draining their capacity to do the actual work, or relying on often uneasy relationships
with governments, corporations, or international organisations.

An Uneasy Tension

The “perspective from the grassroots” here then, seemed to be an uneasy tension between
the recognition that this work is urgent, meaningful, and essential, and the awareness that it is
very often carried out by people who earn too little, work too hard, and live with a fair amount
of anxiety around when resources might run out.

Which begs the question: are grassroots arts practices and organisations in Asia
inherently unsustainable? Put another way, is the field ever likely to achieve a truly
sustainable way of operating? And is that even a fair expectation, given the many

restrictions they operate under in the region, or is precariousness just their reality?

1. The opening panel, titled Caught in the Middle, presented the perspectives of cultural
intermediaries. © Mr. Hoang Nguyen and Ms. Ngo Tran Phuong Uyen.

These tensions weren't lost on the folks attending or speaking at the gathering. In a panel
titled Caught in the Middle that presented the perspectives of cultural intermediaries, Oming
Putri, partnership manager at Koalisi Seni, an Indonesian art policy advocacy body,
emphasised that advocating for just and sustainable systems should be applied within
grassroots organisations as well.

“(To practise what we're advocating for), we need to strive for institutional sustainability. This
includes professionalising our staff, as well as ensuring proper compensation and
recruitment,” she said.

However, when one considers how most grassroots cultural organisations are structured and
operate, it becomes clearer why institutional sustainability can often prove challenging.


https://koalisiseni.or.id/en/






https://artsequator.com/



https://culture360.asef.org/insights/meeting-whats-the-point/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/reflection-on-the-curated-conference-theme-life-cycles-of-grassroots-arts-organisations-in-asia/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/amsterdam-vietnam-now-exhibition/



https://culture360.asef.org/terms-service-and-privacy-policy
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/cultural-connection-and-cooperation-between-vietnam-and-hungary/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/art-autism-and-love-world-nem/
https://culture360.asef.org/opportunities/mekong-cultural-hub-curated-conference-2024/
https://culture360.asef.org/about-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/faq
https://www.facebook.com/culture360
https://twitter.com/culture360_asef
https://www.instagram.com/culture360_asef/

