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[caption id="attachment_21368" align="alignnone" width="300" caption="The performance:
Lysistrata enjoys 18 continuous shows in India (Photo credit: Studio Kriti)"]

Working on Lysistrata gives us an insight into what a stage experience for actors can entail if
they’re doing more than just acting. And beyond everything else, we are able to do 18 continuous
shows of the play. It isn't common for a show in India to have such a long run, but the model that
Jagriti has chosen to adopt, based on theatre models in the UK, allows for it.

Lysistrata receives mostly praise, but some harsh criticism as well. As an actor in the production,
however, what stays with me is not the audience response. Nor am | driven to think just about
what Jeff brought to the process, but rather what is possible to do with a theatre space, a
committed cast and crew, and a singularly-focused theatre practice.

Deepika Arwind is a writer and performer based in Bangalore. She has acted in several theatre
productions over the past five years, and has worked with children and young adults as a theatre
facilitator and teacher. She also writes for the theatre section of TimeOut Bangalore. Her poetry
and short-fiction has been published in national and international magazines and journals. She
won the Toto Award for Creative Writing in 2011, and was also awarded the Lavanya Sankaran
fellowship for an international writing residency, Sangam House, in January 2011.
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