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DTL: The aim is to extend our network both locally and internationally and foster new
exchanges in the fields of creativity. At the same time, we want to keep using our platform to
attract new audiences, especially the new generation of Vietnamese art lovers, helping them
to appreciate books not just as medium but as an art form and concurrently to experience and
practice more the art of publishing. Besides, we would like to open more bookstores in other
cities, such as Hanoi and Da Nang, so we are able to expand our network while we continue to
support local artists to publish more experimental art books and get exposure both locally and
internationally.

DF: How would you describe your activity at inpages? What's the idea behind the
foundation of a bookstore?

DTL: The bookstore came naturally after the foundation of Saigon Artbook. In fact the
bookstore purpose is very much aligned to what we initiated back in 2013, when we started
Saigon Artbook projects. We wanted to create a platform for young artists to develop their
skills and show their work, with a special emphasis on producing books with Vietnamese
artists. It is our desire to promote indie-publishing culture within the local community from
our unique art bookstore, through showcasing only a thoughtful collection of international art
books that we love. inpages also works to curate artistic events, exhibitions, artist talks and
workshops both in Saigon and elsewhere.

DF: What is HCMC's art & cultural scene like nowadays? How would you describe its
creative community?

DTL: Saigon’s art scene feels very exciting to me these days. It's changing quite fast. Certainly
it's growing so many things are going on, some new independent art spaces flourishing,
underground events happening every now and then, young professionals joining the creative
community and helping developing alternative art-related platforms.

I do believe the city is full of opportunities for cultural and creative industries, although
the local art community still feels a bit disconnected to be honest, maybe it’s about time
to encourage more collaboration.
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