Privacy Settings

We use cookies to optimize our website and our service.

¥ Functional
v Statistics
¥ Marketing

Functional only Accept all

gly important to
ough supporting

In August 2018 the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) published a guide on Creative Responses to Sustainability in Australia,
the 5t in a series. Designed as an overview of initiatives in the nexus between art and environmental sustainability, it was
limited to 25 organisations. It soon became evident that selecting just a handful was going to be a difficult task indeed. The
guide focuses on organisations whose core work lies at the nexus of art and environment (each with varied approaches),
but what stood out was the number of organisations investigating this area as part of their overall cultural programming.
These were arts organisations that didn't work exclusively in sustainability, but that give significant attention to the
creative practices and responses to environmental sustainability. Below are a few observations about the ways in which
arts organisations incorporate sustainability into their work and how they can find a balance between supporting
innovative artistic practice and keeping audiences engaged.


https://culture360.asef.org/
https://culture360.asef.org/insights/
https://culture360.asef.org/author/Claire-Wilson/
https://culture360.asef.org/magazine/creative-responses-sustainability-new-guide-australia-launched
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context. It is the increasing number of cross-sector collaborations that are adding another layer to the nexus between
creative practice and sustainability. As Australian Network for Art and Technology (ANAT) Director Vicki Sowry observes

‘ten years ago most of the artists were emerging artists because they were the ones that got it, they understood what
interdisciplinary practice was. And now it’s almost all quite established artists... There is a broadening appreciation of
the places that art can be.

A space for cutting edge artistic practice



https://australianmuseum.net.au/landing/oceania-rising/
https://www.artclimatechange.org/
https://www.wheelercentre.com/
https://plumwoodmountain.com/
https://redroomcompany.org/
http://www.antarctica.gov.au/about-antarctica/antarctic-arts-fellowship
http://www.anat.org.au/
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a creative practice was overlooked because it didn’t fit in with current trends, such as the current concern with plastic,

which is just one aspect of environmental sustainability. This focus on particular topics of interest can leave behind some
important discussions.

Jed Long from Sydney-based bamboo design collective Cave Urban noted that ‘if anything some of the changes have
almost gone backwards. Thinking about some of the things that interest us, in terms of embodied energy and where
materials come from, these were things that were really spoken about ten years ago and in the last ten years not much has
changed. And if anything, because that amount of time has passed, when you talk about it almost seems old fashioned...
Sometimes that appetite, | find, comes and goes. But at the same time there’s new areas of sustainability that become of



http://www.symbiotica.uwa.edu.au/
https://www.caveurban.com/
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Under the surface: Art interventions in coastal spaces
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