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compagnie Quidams, France"] [/caption]

After our experiences in the most recent TIFF in June 2011, the question about the necessity of a
theater section during a film festival comes again through my mind. In general the public has
reacted positively to the development of the festival. The people of Cluj-Napoca are happy to
have more events to choose from because, in a period of crisis, the abundance reminds them of
the well-being from the near past. The problem comes when we realize that the current audience
is too small to absorb all the quality events that are simultaneously organized. The danger for TIFF
is to become a self-devouring festival in its wish to cover a wide offering of quality activities for a
wide audience. Personally | stand for diversity in the programming, for winning over different
types of public, but | think we need to give time for audiences to assimilate this diversity.

The majority of the invited theater performances were mostly independent productions, made
with big financial investments on behalf of the organizers and the artists. The world they come
from is very different from the red carpet world represented by the big stars who were invited to
the film festival, a world in which many dream to live the high life of parties and fun times during
the festival. | notice here an inconsistency that was not helpful for the theater section. For
example, the main themes represented in the theatre works, most of them social ones, don’t suit
very well the glittering ceremonies in the festival.

How much are these theatre performances needed? Who needs these events? If the public that
comes to the movies partially overlaps the public that generally goes to the theater, shouldn’t the
theatre section instead point to an audience that doesn’t go to either cinemas or theaters? Maybe
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