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creative industries throughout the world.

Founded in a tiny back room by Richard Taylor and Tania Rodger twenty-five years ago the company
now boasts a 65,000 square foot facility, which is the biggest of its kind in the world. Under this one
roof they have the infrastructure and capacity to create anything from fine jewellery and costumes to
creature suits and prosthetics to large-scale vehicle and set construction.
“In this industry you’re only our as good as the people you work with and being based in
Wellington helps us enormously in this respect. It’s a place where people love to live, and it’s a very
energetic place, the bright blue skies and the sparkling seas that surround it really wake people up.
Make us live in the moment. There is great optimism here and it’s a place where it feels like
anything is possible.” said Richard Taylor

From the bottom of the world Richard and Tania’s team operate at the cutting edge of the industry,
mixing traditional crafts and hand skills with the very latest technology. Their business model is
completely global and in particular they have developed well-established pipeline and distribution
channels into Asia including countries like China, Korea, Singapore, Thailand and India. Technology
today means takes the tyranny of distance is truly no longer an issue.
Richard explains, “When we are working with international clients or partners our location and
time zone have to be utterly invisible - and at times in the production cycle we will operate a 24hr
day in order to do this. After all we are the ones that choose to live in paradise so it’s up to us to
share the benefits of that with our international partners!”

The city is also home to many of the country’s national arts organisations and major events including
the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra, the Royal NZ Ballet, the New Zealand Festival, NZ Fringe
Festival, World of Wearable Arts, the national drama and dance schools, Te Papa Tongarewa Museum
of New Zealand The National Children’s Theatre, three professional theatres as well as numerous
public and dealer galleries and an extensive public art collection.

A central cultural landmark is Te Papa Tongarewa, the New Zealand national museum. The Maori
name - Te Papa Tongarewa, translates as ‘container of treasures' and since its doors opened in 1998 it
has shared New Zealand'’s treasures with over 20 million visitors. The population of New Zealand five
times over! The collections at Te Papa span Art, History, Pacific, Maori, Natural Environment and they
present a regular programme of touring exhibitions and shows. It’s a favourite city destination with
locals and visitors alike.

Another landmark feature of the city’s cultural scene is the New Zealand Festival. Taking over the city
for around 24 days every second year, the New Zealand Festival presents the best local and
international talent across dance, theatre, music, literature and visual arts. Running since 1986 The
Festival is one of the most established arts events on the New Zealand cultural calendar and another
great example of how the city nurtures cross-pollination between local and international talent.
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