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Flora Sopa - Ephemeral Light Painting 1 at H33 (Photo Credits: Flora Sopa)

DIGITAL:CANVAS\: A home for digital artists

Timisoara, the biggest city in western Romania, has gone through a tremendous growth in the
last two decades, benefitting especially from the smart application of European Structural and
Investment Funds.

Famous as the first European city to introduce electric street lighting in 1884 and the starting
point of the demonstrations that lead to the demise of the Romanian communist regime in
1989, Timisoara has a long history as a cultural hub and has recently won the title of European
Culture Capital for 2021.

Like Cluj-Napoca, Timisoara is seeing a rise in interest in the visual arts with new galleries
popping up across the city to promote the art of local artists both new and established and to
welcome international artists. Sometimes though, a gallery is not planned, it just happens.

When the two artists behind art and design studio Artouching, Livia Mateias and Marius
Jurca, rented space in the old Azur Lacquer and Paint factory, they were not planning on
opening a gallery.

“My husband and | rented and equipped the space at the end of 2017 as a personal art studio,
but a short time after, we decided to open it up to the public. We knew from experience the
difficulties digital artists faced when trying to put together an exhibition,” says Livia Mateias.
“We had already bought all this equipment for our own work and we felt it was a shame to just
keep it boxed up and use it only when we needed it. We thought: why not just share it?”

DIGITAL:CANVAS\ interior (Photo credits: Artouching)
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“My experience at DIGITAL:CANVAS\ was a very special one,” Eiichi Tosaki says. “The studio
was nicely arranged, escaping a typical ‘white cube’ and generated a very friendly
environment. My Bimanual Coordination Drawing presentation and workshop went
amazingly smooth. The projection was fantastic and three separate screens showed other
artworks of mine. The facility is compact but accommodates any form of artwork and
generated a welcoming environment with round corners.”

DIGITAL:CANVAS\ is an unassuming white space. A single room in which screens and pixels
bring the digital revolution to the industrial age.

Eiichi Tosaki, From left to right: BCD with LED lights: Multi-knot Klain bottle, collaboration
with Mr Kaoru Shindo, Horse and Jockey (Photo credits: Artouching)

This article is written by Andrada Coos, a professional copywriter in the fields of technology,
design and space and a published fiction writer both internationally and in her home country
of Romania. She was previously an editor with the Jockey Club Design Institute for Social
Innovation in Hong Kong and currently works at the European Space Agency’s Centre for
Earth Observation near Rome. Her debut novel about student life in Japan, The Beauty of

Passing Things, was published in Romania in 2017.
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