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10th Shanghai Biennale

Under the theme 'SOCIAL FACTORY', the 10th Shanghai Biennale opens

on 23 November at China’s foremost state-run institution of

contemporary art - Power Station of Art - and runs until 31 March 2015.

Chief curator is Anselm Franke. First launched in 1996, the Shanghai

Biennale is not only China's most established and influential international
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biennale of contemporary art, but also one of the most important

biennales in Asia. Entitled “Social Factory”, the 10th Biennale asks what

characterizes the production of the social, and how “social facts” are

constituted. A recurring point of reference is the year 1978,

acknowledged as a turning point in the recent history of modernity. 1978

was also the year in which Deng Xiaoping, who was to become China’s

most influential Leader in the following decades, initiated his landmark

socio-economic Reform and Opening, re-invoking Mao Zedong’s 1938

exhortation to “seek truth from facts”– a practice that sought to separate

accounts of objective reality from subjective imagination. “Social Factory”

contrasts this principle with the call to use fiction as a means of social

reform, made by earlier seminal Chinese modernizers, like scholar and

journalist Liang Qichao, and China’s seminal social critic and writer Lu Xun,

who wrote The Story of Ah Q, Diary of a Madman, among others. The 10th

Shanghai Biennale Social Factory is curated by Anselm Franke, together

with Freya Chou, Cosmin Costinas, Hila Peleg (curator of the film

program), Liu Xiao and Zhu Ye (curator of the satellite venues). Music

program: Nicholas Bussmann. Curator and writer Anselm Franke is based

in Berlin, where he works as Head of Visual Arts at the HKW / House of

World Cultures.  Read more about Anselme Franke on e-flux

Participants include: Art & Language, Ashish Avikunthak, Nicholas

Bussmann, Wang Bing, CAMP (Shaina Anand and Ashok Sukumaran), Yu

Cheng-Ta, Yin-Ju Chen, Musquiqui Chihying, Hou Chun-Ming, Harun

Farocki, Peter Friedl, Gao Shiqiang, He Xiangyu, Ho Tzu Nyen, Hu Liu,

Huang Ran, Huang Wenhai , Ken Jacobs, Ji Yunfei, Shambhavi Kaul, Sakai

Ko and Hamaguchi Ryusuke, Jutta Koether, Firenze Lai, Louis Lawler, Li

Xiaofei, Liu Ding, Jen Liu, Liu Chuang, Sharon Lockhart, Narimane Mari,

Daria Martin, Adrian Melis, Nadia Myre, Pak Sheung-Chuen, Willem de

Rooij, Natascha Sadr Haghighian, Robbie Williams, Uwe Schwarzer, Song

Ta, Erik Steinbrecher, Suzanne Treister, Mona Vatamanu and Florin Tudor,

Wang Ziyue, Stephen Willats, Ming Wong ,Li Xiuqin, Xu Tan, Yan Jun,

Trevor Yeung , Zhao Liang, Zhou Tao, Zhao Yannian.

With its changing theme every two years, the biennale has always taken

Shanghai as its primary focus, gathering the most talented and cutting-

edge international curators and artists at the pinnacle of the industry, to

explore the ultimate connection between urban life, contemporary art and

the public. It has also become a large-scale biennale platform in Shanghai

for the exchange and exhibition of contemporary art pieces.
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ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360

culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing

information, facilitating dialogue and stimulating reflection on the arts and

culture of the two regions.

MORE ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360  | FAQ |     

This website was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole

responsibility of the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and do not

necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.
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