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Follow the blog Artists & Climate Change to learn more about arts and

culture initiatives around the world focused on climate change and

environmental issues. Well written articles on artists projects are

featured: recent posts are on performance, video and ritual in the era of

climate change, and the culture and sustainability curatorial residency at

the Hundertwasser apartment in Vienna.

In 2005, in an article called “What the Warming World Needs Now Is Art,

Sweet Art,” Bill McKibben, founder of 350.org, wrote that although we

knew about climate change, we didn’t really know about it; it wasn’t part of

the culture yet. “Where are the books? The plays? The goddamn operas?”

he asked. An intellectual understanding of the scientific facts was not

enough – if we wanted to move forward and effect meaningful change, we

needed to engage the other side of our brains. We needed to approach the

problem with our imagination. And the people best suited to help us do

that, he believed, were the artists.

It took some time for artists to heed the call. Perhaps the problem was too

big. Perhaps it was too political. Or perhaps they were not getting the kind

of institutional support that would ensure the work got “out there.”
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Nonetheless, obstacles eventually lifted enough to allow deeply-engaged,

throughout-provoking and artistically-savvy responses to climate change

to start showing up in galleries, concert halls and theaters. Finally, the cold

scientific facts were being translated into human emotions. Finally, we had

guidance, or at the very least a departure point for reflection. Finally, this

huge, intangible issue that is climate change was being broken down into

small personal components. And that was just the beginning.

Today, interesting artistic work about climate change is popping up all over

the world, in all kinds of venues. It shows up in opera houses and hip hop

poetry slams, in established galleries and on-the-fly exhibitions, in off-

Broadway houses and regional theatres. The goal of the Artists & Climate

Change blog is to track these works and gather them in one place. It is

both a study of what is being done, and a resource for anyone interested in

the subject. We deeply believe that what artists have to say about climate

change will shape our values and behavior for years to come. For that

reason alone, we should pay attention.

SIMILAR CONTENT
BY KERRINE GOH

07 DEC 2011

FEATURES

ASIA INDIA

Art is a catalyst for change | In conversation with

Anmol Vellani

BY KERRINE GOH

11 JUL 2017

https://culture360.org/author/kerrine_goh/
https://culture360.org/insights/features/
https://culture360.org/countries/asia/
https://culture360.org/countries/india/
https://culture360.org/insights/art-catalyst-change-conversation-anmol-vellani/
https://culture360.org/insights/art-catalyst-change-conversation-anmol-vellani/
https://culture360.org/author/kerrine_goh/


FEATURES

INDONESIA

Feminism and women artists in Indonesian

Contemporary Art

BY CLAIRE WILSON

01 DEC 2015

FEATURES

ASIA AUSTRALIA EUROPE FRANCE

Can artists make a difference in the climate change

debate?

BY KERRINE GOH

21 JUN 2023

https://culture360.org/insights/features/
https://culture360.org/countries/indonesia/
https://culture360.org/insights/feminism-and-women-artists-indonesian-contemporary-art/
https://culture360.org/insights/feminism-and-women-artists-indonesian-contemporary-art/
https://culture360.org/author/Claire-Wilson/
https://culture360.org/insights/features/
https://culture360.org/countries/asia/
https://culture360.org/countries/australia/
https://culture360.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.org/countries/france/
https://culture360.org/insights/can-artists-make-difference-climate-change-debate/
https://culture360.org/insights/can-artists-make-difference-climate-change-debate/
https://culture360.org/author/kerrine_goh/


INTERVIEWS

ASIA BANGLADESH EUROPE

ECO Film Lab | Interview with Bibesh Roy

#ASEFCulture

BY BEN EATON

27 SEP 2019

INSIGHTS

ASIA INDONESIA

#artsandtechnology: Making art on the frontlines of

conservation | Indonesia

BY KEMAL TARBA

27 JUN 2019

INSIGHTS

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

#peripheries: how the Russian government tried to

turn Perm into a cultural center

https://culture360.org/insights/interviews/
https://culture360.org/countries/asia/
https://culture360.org/countries/bangladesh/
https://culture360.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.org/insights/eco-film-lab-interview-with-bibesh-roy/
https://culture360.org/author/ben-eaton/
https://culture360.org/insights/
https://culture360.org/countries/asia/
https://culture360.org/countries/indonesia/
https://culture360.org/insights/artsandtechnology-making-art-frontlines-conservation-indonesia/
https://culture360.org/insights/artsandtechnology-making-art-frontlines-conservation-indonesia/
https://culture360.org/author/kemal-tarba/
https://culture360.org/insights/
https://culture360.org/countries/russian-federation/
https://culture360.org/insights/peripheries-how-russian-government-tried-turn-perm-cultural-center/
https://culture360.org/insights/peripheries-how-russian-government-tried-turn-perm-cultural-center/


COUNTRY

INTERNATIONAL

THEME

ART AND ENVIRONMENT

ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360

culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing

information, facilitating dialogue and stimulating reflection on the arts and

culture of the two regions.
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This website was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole
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