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Ethics and Participatory Art is the first edition of the “Art and Community

Notebooks” collection, published by the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation

in Lisbon. It is aimed at reflecting on the importance and complexity of

ethics in arts practice for social transformation. The free download

publication is available in English and Portuguese.

Two interlocutors with decades of experience in the participatory arts

share their views: writer, cultural activist and visual artist Arlene

Goldbard, who lives in the US, and writer, researcher and community artist



François Matarasso, author of the book entitled A Restless Art (published

by the Gulbenkian Foundation in 2019).

The Notebooks, available in Portuguese and English in digital format and

free of charge, begins with an introductory essay by Matarasso entitled A

Preliminary Reflection on the Arts, Social Transformation and Ethics. This

is followed by a dialogue between the two writers, adapted and based on

an online conversation about the ethics of participatory art held on 29

January 2021 that involved almost one hundred participants from the

projects developed under the PARTIS initiatives led by the Calouste

Gulbenkian Foundation. The third and final chapter shares a guide for the

workshops on the ethics of participatory art that Arlene Goldbard has

offered in the United States for several years.
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