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This 2010 publication from ifa, Germany in the Culture Report series examines the state of

contemporary literature in Europe today. With contributions by prominent writers from across

Europe. 



 

Available to order or as a free download. 

 

Only a small percentage of books from neighbouring European countries are available to us in

translation. "We read books �rst and foremost from the United States and only afterwards from

other European nations," says the Polish journalist Adam Krzeminski. Can one talk at all about a

'European' literature, when hardly any literature is read Europe-wide due to a lack of translation?

What role does literature play in the formation of a European identity? Do we burden literature

too much when we lumber it with the job of promoting cultural diversity and intercultural

dialogue? 

 

Europe cannot take on the responsibilities of its writers, but Europe’s writers could feel more

responsible towards Europe. From the point of view of literature, how do writers view the role of

culture in Europe? How do they de�ne what European culture is, what makes culture European

beyond national cultures? Can literature take on the strategic task of helping Europe to develop a

sense of community? Can culture provide Europe with a soul? What have been the advances and

the setbacks in the development of a European culture in recent years? 

 

Europe reads – Literature in Europe / Institut für Auslandsbeziehungen (Institute for Foreign

Cultural Relations – ifa), Robert Bosch Foundation (eds.) in cooperation with the British Council,

the Foundation for German-Polish Cooperation, the Swiss Cultural Foundation Pro Helvetia and

the Portuguese Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. – Stuttgart: ifa, 2010 

 

This publication is available in English, German, French, Portuguese and Polish. See website for

different language options.
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culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing information, facilitating dialogue

and stimulating re�ection on the arts and culture of the two regions.
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This website was created and maintained with the �nancial support of the European

Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility of the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF)

and do not necessarily re�ect the views of the European Union.

About us

Team

Partners

FAQ

Brand guidelines

How to partner with us

Contact us

#ASEFCulture

ASIA-EUROPE FOUNDATION (ASEF) 2017 | TERMS OF SERVICE & PRIVACY POLICY | CREATIVE COMMONS

ATTRIBUTION - NON COMMERCIAL SHARE

https://culture360.asef.org/countries/europe/
https://culture360.asef.org/disciplines/literature/
https://culture360.asef.org/about-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/faq
https://www.facebook.com/culture360
https://twitter.com/culture360_asef
https://www.instagram.com/culture360_asef/
https://culture360.asef.org/about-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/team/
https://culture360.asef.org/partners/
https://culture360.asef.org/faq/
https://culture360.asef.org/brand-guidelines/
https://culture360.asef.org/how-to-partner-with-us/
https://culture360.asef.org/contact/
https://culture360.asef.org/asef-culture/
https://culture360.asef.org/terms-service-and-privacy-policy
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

