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Fang Mae Khong International

Dance Festival

The Fang Mae Khong International Festival is the first international dance

festival in Laos, created in 2010 with the objective of bringing access to

the arts and culture to various communities across the country, as well as

to provide exposure, performing and networking opportunities for
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young artists in the Mekong Region. The annual festival began its first

edition with performances and workshops in the major cities of Vientiane

and Luang Prabang, and in two years has since expanded its reach to other

towns and rural communities, and now includes elements of community

outreach for youth, the handicapped and residents of drug rehabilitation

facilities.

The festival developed from a series of collaborative performance projects

undertaken by choreographer Olé Khamchanla and the dancers of the

Vientiane-based hip hop group Lao Bang Fai that took place in 2007 in

Laos and subsequently toured to France in 2008 and 2010. The

collaboration led the young Lao dancers to establish and mentor youth

dance workshops and groups in Vientiane, Luang Prabang, Savannakhet,

Pakse and Thakhek. 
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ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360

culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing

information, facilitating dialogue and stimulating reflection on the arts and

culture of the two regions.
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This website was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole

responsibility of the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and do not

necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.
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