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Malay Heritage Centre, Singapore

 The Malay Heritage Centre is housed in the former

Istana Kampong Gelam, a palace which was gazetted as a National Monument of Singapore in 2015.

The centre showcases the history, culture and contributions of the Malay community within the

context of Singapore’s history and multi-cultural society. Of�cially opened by Prime Minister Lee

Hsien Loong in June 2005, the Malay Heritage Centre provides wonderful cultural exposure and

learning opportunities for visitors of all ages and interests. Situated amidst the Istana Kampong

Gelam, Gedung Kuning and the surrounding Kampong Gelam precinct, the Centre acts as a vital

heritage institution for the Malay community in Singapore. The �rst Istana Kampong Gelam was a

traditional timber structure built on stilts, and in honour of the Istana's original layout, visitors will

commence their tour of the permanent galleries from the upper level and end their visit on the

ground level. In the traditional layout, the upper level is called the panggung, which serves as the main

living and sleeping quarters of the house, while the kolong at the ground level is typically used as

storage, work or service areas, and even as a children's play area. Through its exhibits, programmes and

activities, the Centre hopes to honour the past while providing a means for present-day expression.

The Malay Heritage Centre is presently under the management of the National Heritage Board of

Singapore, in partnership with the Malay Heritage Foundation. Permanent collections: The permanent

galleries of the Malay Heritage Centre showcase stories and artifacts from Singapore's national

collection, as well as contributions from the community. The artifacts support the Centre's focus on

Kampong Gelam's historical signi�cance as a thriving port town prior to Raf�es' arrival in 1819 and

serve as evidence of the increasingly urban and cosmopolitan nature of Singapore's Malay society.

View all Asia-Europe Museum Network (ASEMUS)
members in Singapore

POSTED ON

03 APR 2016

Indian Heritage

Centre, Singapore

POSTED ON

26 SEP 2011

Singapore: Natural

history drawings

exhibit, Melaka 1800s

POSTED ON

03 FEB 2018

Museum of Asian Art,

University of Malaya,

Malaysia

POSTED ON POSTED ON POSTED ON

WEBSITE
HTTP://MALAYHERITAGE.ORG.SG/

COUNTRY
SINGAPORE

THEME
MUSEUMS

Privacy Settings

Save Functional only Accept all

We use cookies to optimize our website and our service.

Functional

Statistics

Marketing

https://culture360.asef.org/
https://www.facebook.com/culture360
https://twitter.com/culture360_asef
https://instagram.com/culture360_asef/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/
https://culture360.asef.org/author/jordi-balta-portoles/
http://asemus.museum/files/Malay-Heritage-Centre.jpg
http://malayheritage.org.sg/en
http://asemus.museum/category/museum-members/?country=singapore
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/indian-heritage-centre-singapore/
https://culture360.asef.org/news-events/singapore-natural-history-drawings-exhibit-melaka-1800s/
https://culture360.asef.org/resources/museum-of-asian-art-university-of-malaya-malaysia/
http://malayheritage.org.sg/
https://culture360.asef.org/countries/singapore/
https://culture360.asef.org/themes/museums/


ASIA-EUROPE FOUNDATION (ASEF) 2017 | TERMS OF SERVICE & PRIVACY POLICY | CREATIVE COMMONS ATTRIBUTION - NON COMMERCIAL SHARE

06 JUL 2018

National Education

Museum, Malaysia

02 APR 2015

Vargas Museum, the

Philippines

02 FEB 2012

Brunei Museum

ABOUT ASEF CULTURE360

culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing information,

facilitating dialogue and stimulating re�ection on the arts and culture of the two

regions.
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