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The Security, Creativity, Tolerance and their Co-existence: The New

European Agenda on Freedom of Artistic Expression outlines how

European governments carry the legal responsibility to respect, protect

and fulfil obligations to artistic freedom. The report further draws

attention to the alarming trend of governments targeting artists under the

existing laws such as anti-terrorism legislation, or with the use of laws

prohibiting offending religion such as hurting “religious feelings” and art

that is considered to be “blasphemous” or “obscene”.

The report is an analysis of the human right to freedom of artistic

expression based on monitoring of legal and policy development and
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individual cases of violations of artistic freedom in Europe over the past

two years (January 2018 to October 2019).

According to Freemuse Executive Director Srirak Plipat, “European

cultural values are being challenged by the rise of populism, the shrinking

space for civil society and the expansion of new unregulated public spaces

online which restrict artistic freedom. Our report and its

recommendations are the beginning of decisive and positive action

towards addressing challenges to freedom of artistic expression at both

European and state levels.”

Based on the in-depth analysis of the cases, Freemuse provides

recommendation directed towards relevant international bodies, regional

bodies belonging to the European Union, governments and civil society

organisations.

The report was launched during the event The State of Artistic Freedom in

Europe: Towards a New Agenda on Freedom of Artistic Expression held on

21 January 2020 in the European Parliament in Brussels. MEPs Domènec

Ruiz Devesa and Julie Ward hosted the launch.

Read The Security, Creativity, Tolerance and their Co-existence: The New

European Agenda on Freedom of Artistic Expression here. 
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culture360.asef.org brings Asia and Europe closer by providing

information, facilitating dialogue and stimulating reflection on the arts and

culture of the two regions.
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This website was created and maintained with the financial

support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole

responsibility of the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and do not

necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.
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